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regards her, especially from herself, or Counsellors. It may be true; and if so, I am heartily sorry for it. But I am more apt to think, that it is contrivance ; & is to be a come-off for not going abroad, which she never intended at all. If so, we shall meet again, but, I am afraid, if we make peace, (for we are now at war) we shall not agree very long; for I will set out upon a new footing with the lady, & I much doubt, whether she will conform,
Pray, write me word if Williams can, & will furnish me, in time that, in case of failure there, I may apply elsewhere. Au pis aller, 1 am sure of the Duke of Montagu2.
If you and Rigby8 strike out anything merry, I beg you will make me a partaker. 'Tis a sad thing to have no conversation, but at three hundred miles distance ; yet, such is the case of
Dear Sir,
yr obedient ser* &c K. EDGCUMBE.
22.   FROM JOHN WHALET.
DEAR Sr                                                King's Coll. Decr 4. 1744.
1  have endeavoured to the best of my power to give in verse some Idea of the glorious collection of paintings at Houghton1, tho: I am thoroughly conscious of the inequality of My Muse to such a task.    If my attempt is fortunate enough to give any sort of pleasure to my Ld Orford and your self it will answer the utmost of my ambition.    I beg you woud make any sort of alteration you  shall   think proper ; & if you shoud choose to have any additions made to it and will point out to me in what manner you shoud choose 'em, I will take what pains I can  to make them.
2  John Montagu, second Duke (d,      elected M.P. for Castle Rising in the 1749).                                                   following year.
3  Eichard  Rigby  (1722-1788),   a         J See note 5 on Letter 17. friend of Horace "Walpole; he wase's
